'IN  COMMON  PRACTICE'

statements just, quoted are of date more recent than
the book.

Mr. Dhan Gopal Mukerji, who left India at the age
of eighteen, offers us the information that these
conditions were then unknown to him ; therefore, they
do not exist. It might be questioned : What should a
lad not out of his teens and not especially addressed
to such a study, know of social conditions of this sort ?

Undaunted by this handicap, Mr. Mukerji, attacking
the subject, quotes the passage from Mother India
which heads this chapter and follows it with this state-
ment :                          i

In defence of her allegations that a Hindu girl
attains motherhood at an age much nearer eight
than fourteen Miss Mayo refers us to the Indian
census report of 1921, which I have looked up.1

By comparing Mr. Mukerji's statement with the
original2 the reader will discover that Mother India
says nothing about the age at which the Hindu girl
^attains' motherhood ; it says that % common prac-
tice* the Hindu girl looks for motherhood anywhere
between fourteen and eight.

Furthermore, Mr, Mukerji then proceeds to state
that the Census of India for 1921 shows 601 girls
out of every 1,000 as still unmarried between the ages
often and fifteen years. Yet the Census, in fact, shows
only 543 Hindu girls per mille as unmarried between
these ages.8 Mr. Mukerji used the figure inclusive

1A Son of Mother India Answers, p. 19.
,.    2 See ante, p. 49.

3 Census of India, 1921, Vol. I, Part I, p, 164.
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